


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Gear-Specific Groundfish Closures  
 
 There are a considerable number of areas on the Scotian Shelf where certain kinds of 
groundfish fishing are permitted, while others are forbidden (even if the quota closures that exclude 
specific fleet sectors for particular periods are ignored). Some of these gear-specific closures (though 
by no means a comprehensive list) are presented in Appendix 8. Besides those listed, there is also the 
“Silver Hake Box”, extending seaward from the break of the continental shelf (Figure 6), within 
which otter trawlers directing for hake are permitted to use small-mesh nets that are otherwise 
forbidden. There is another, more general restriction that prevents large trawlers from working within 
12 miles of the coast – a rule that has its origin in the inshore fishermen’s objections to trawlers in 
the early decades of this century. 
 
 The logic underlying these various gear-specific closures varies from simply the avoidance of 
conflicts among fishermen in different fleet sectors (e.g. the White Head Hole), through a 
combination of conflict concerns and area-specific conservation measures, based on the relative 
distributions of different species (e.g. the Silver Hake Box), to an attempt to minimize catches of 
undersized fish of the target species (e.g. the “Bowtie”). Each closure has some obvious (and 
sometimes some not-so-obvious) relevance to the distribution of fishing activity but not necessarily 
much to that of fish or the relative sensitivity of the marine ecosystem. 
 

Conclusion 
 
 While no substantial area on the Scotian Shelf is closed to all fishing, even seasonally, nor is 
any part open to all forms of fishing throughout the year. Rather, a very large number and a great 
diversity of areas are closed to certain types of fishing at particular times and a few of them are so 
year-round. The reasons for these closures are varied but all are designed as instruments of fisheries 
management, save for the few small areas that are closed because of vessel traffic concerns or the 
reserved occupancy of the seabed for non-fishing uses. Some of the closures, particularly the 
haddock nursery area covering Western and Emerald banks and the haddock spawning closure on 
Browns Bank, have a greater link to wider environmental manageme nt concerns, in as much as those 
areas are closed to fishing to protect valued and vulnerable components of the marine ecosystem 
(respectively: juvenile haddock and spawning adult haddock). However, the dictates of fisheries 
management have so shaped the boundaries of even these closures that they should not be treated as 
delimiting areas of unique importance – not even as indicators of the full area important to spawning 
or juvenile haddock. 
 
 Thus, for those concerned with the environmental management of the Scotian Shelf, some 
fisheries closures indicate areas of above-average sensitivity and importance but not all do so. Nor 
are all such sensitive and important areas within the boundaries of closed areas. 
 
































































